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FOUR NEW YORK DEMOCRATIC PRIMARIES
THAT ARE KEY TO THE U.S.-ISRAEL
RELATIONSHIP
The U.S.-Israel relationship is more important than ever. As Israel has become an issue in elections
across the country, we cannot afford to take support in Congress for granted.
At Pro-Israel America, we work to take the guesswork out of politics and get you the clear, important
facts you need about candidates and elections – on both sides of the aisle – that matter for the U.S.-Israel relationship.

These Important Congressional Races will be Decided on June 23, 2020
This June there are four Democratic primaries in New York City that we believe will be critical for protecting a strong alliance between the U.S. and our Democratic ally, Israel. All of the candidates who
win these primaries are almost guaranteed to win their general elections in November, because their
districts lean heavily toward one party. So, it’s important that we help ensure candidates with a clear
track record of support for the U.S.-Israel alliance are moving forward.
1. Representative Eliot Engel (D-NY16)
2. Representative Carolyn Maloney (D-NY12)
3. Representative Gregory Meeks (D-NY05)
4. Representative Grace Meng (D-NY06)
These pro-Israel candidates – Reps. Engel, Maloney, Meeks and Meng – are being challenged right
now by either outwardly anti-Israel candidates, candidates who have taken endorsements from groups
with anti-Israel agendas or candidates who do not have proven records of supporting the U.S.-Israel
relationship.

Here’s How You Can Help
You can help make a difference in these primary races. The future of the U.S.-Israel relationship could
depend on it. When you join Pro-Israel America, we’ll send you quick actions you can take to help
pro-Israel candidates win. Pro-Israel America has endorsed 50 candidates, including 21 Republicans
and 29 Democrats. Our members work to help elect pro-Israel members of Congress in critical races
across the country. Visit our website www.proisraelamerica.org to join and access our candidate portal
where you can identify and support pro-Israel candidates of your choice, in states across the country,
on both sides of the aisle.
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ELIOT ENGEL (D-NY16)

Our Take
This is an important and competitive race between a clear pro-Israel champion and a
challenger with anti-Israel views. Congressman Engel has been a steadfast supporter of the U.S.-Israel relationship. Right now, middle school principal Jamaal Bowman, who has actively called for conditioning and potentially cutting aid to Israel, is challenging Engel. Bowman has raised over $1,000,000
and is campaigning aggressively in the district.

About Rep. Engel
As the chair of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Congressman Engel is a strong leader on national security and a champion of our country’s alliance with Israel. Engel, who has represented the district
since 1989, has introduced and supported numerous resolutions and bills that advance the U.S.-Israel
relationship, provide support for Israeli defense systems, and defend Israel’s right to exist. He speaks
out against the hostile Boycott Divestment Sanctions (BDS) movement, and helped steer legislation
condemning it. Widely praised for his leadership in advancing the U.S.-Israel relationship, he has also
been recognized for his efforts to fight antisemitism and worked to re-launch the Bipartisan Task Force
for Combatting Anti-Semitism.

“I remain committed to the unbreakable bond between the United States and Israel.
Not only are the U.S. and Israel close strategic allies in the dangerous Middle East, but
we have a great deal in common. We are democracies and nations of immigrants from
all corners of the globe. I firmly believe that we must stand with Israel as it faces a variety of threats and challenges.”
About the Primary
Primary Date: June 23rd, 2020
Primary Status: Highly Competitive
Pro-Israel America Endorsed Candidate: Eliot Engel
Primary Challenger:
1. Jamal Bowman, school principal
• Criticized Engel for his pro-Israel positions, wants to condition aid to Israel and hold Israel
“accountable.”
• Endorsed by Cong. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and groups that are not supportive of the
U.S.-Israel relationship, including a group that endorses Rep. Ilhan Omar and Rashida Tlaib,
and whose platform calls to condition military assistance to Israel.
• Endorsed by former candidate Andom Ghebreghiorgis who supports the Boycott, Divestment,
and Sanctions (BDS) Movement and considered ending aid to Israel a “critical part” of his
platform.

About the District
New York’s sixteenth congressional district covers the northern portion of the Bronx and the southern
portion of Westchester county. This is a heavily Democratic district (D+24).
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CAROLYN MALONEY (D-NY12)

Our Take
This will be a high-profile, competitive race. Congresswoman Maloney faces multiple primary
challengers, including some who have called for anti-Israel policies and affiliate with anti-Israel groups.
Maloney has worked throughout her time in Congress to strengthen the U.S.-Israel relationship. This
district is solidly blue, so winning the primary virtually ensures winning the general election.

About Rep. Maloney
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney was elected in 2013 and currently serves on the House Committee
on Financial Services and chairs the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform. Maloney
has been a proven, dedicated, outspoken advocate for strengthening ties between the United States
and Israel. Maloney has supported foreign aid to Israel, voted to increase funding for Iron Dome, and
taken a strong stand against the BDS movement. She is also at the forefront of combatting anti-Semitism around the world; she introduced and helped pass into law the Never Again Education Act to
promote Holocaust education.

“I stand with Israel and its right to protect herself and her citizens.”
About the Primary
Primary Date: June 23rd, 2020
Primary Status: Competitive
Pro-Israel America Endorsed Candidate: Carolyn Maloney
Primary Challengers:
1. Suraj Patel, political organizer, former challenger from 2018
• No voting track record on this issue
2. Lauren Ashcraft, comedian and project manager
• Has called for imposing conditions on aid to Israel
• Affiliated with Democratic Socialists of America which actively supports the BDS movement
3. Peter Harrison, housing activist
• Also affiliated with the Democratic Socialists of America

About the District
New York’s twelfth district is entirely located in New York City. It includes parts of the East Side of Manhattan, the western portion of Queens, and the Greenpoint Neighborhood. Congressman Maloney won
with nearly 60% of the vote in the 2018 primary against Suraj Patel and won her general election comfortably with 86% of the vote.
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GREGORY MEEKS (D-NY05)

Our Take
This will be a competitive race that is critical for the U.S.-Israel relationship. Meeks,
a staunchly pro-Israel champion in Congress, could not be more different than his opponent, Shaniyat
Chowdhury, who touts anti-Israel policies as a significant part of his campaign platform.

About Rep. Meeks
Congressman Gregory Meeks was elected in 1998. He previously served as the Congressman for New
York’s 6th district before redistricting led him to represent New York’s 5th district. Meeks is a senior
member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and is the co-chair of the Middle East Economic Partnership Caucus. Congressman Meeks is a strong supporter of the US-Israel relationship. He has co-sponsored legislation condemning the BDS movement and consistently voted to provide additional aid to
Israel.

“Israel is our strongest ally and I support its right to defend itself.”
About the Primary
Primary Date: June 23rd, 2020
Primary Status: Competitive
Pro-Israel America Endorsed Candidate: Gregory Meeks
Primary Challenger:
1. Shaniyat Chowdhury, bartender and active member of the Democratic Socialists of America
• Supports the BDS movement, which actively seeks to harm Israel
• Has accused Israel of “human rights violations”
• Has implicitly called for ending aid to Israel

About the District
New York’s fifth congressional district is almost entirely located in the borough of Queens, and also
includes a small portion of Nassau County. The district is a solidly Democratic, so the winner of this
primary is all but guaranteed to win the election in November.
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GRACE MENG (D-NY06)

Our Take
This is a critical, potentially competitive race, that is important for the future of the
U.S.-Israel alliance. This is the first time Congresswoman Meng has faced a primary challenger. Meng
has been a strong supporter of the U.S.-Israel relationship. Her leading challenger, Mel Gagarin, has
publicly aligned himself with a known anti-Israel activist and is a member of a political group that touts
anti-Israel policies.

About Rep. Meng
Congresswoman Grace Meng was elected 2012 and represents the 6th congressional district of New
York, which includes parts of Queens. Meng serves on the House Appropriations Committee and three
of its subcommittees: State and Foreign Operations; Homeland Security; and Commerce, Justice and
Science. Meng has been a strong advocate of the U.S.-Israel alliance. She has worked to advance joint
defense cooperation programs, supported sanctions on Iran and Hezbollah, advanced security assistance for Israel, and expanded strategic partnerships between the United States and Israel.

“Israel is one of America’s strongest allies. …It is our duty and responsibility and it benefits all of us around the globe, both democracies and democracy in general, to have a
strong U.S.-Israel relationship.”

About the Primary
Primary Date: June 23rd, 2020
Primary Status: Competitive
Pro-Israel America Endorsed Candidate: Grace Meng
Primary Challengers:
1. Melquiades “Mel” Gagarin, community organizer
• Aligned himself with a known anti-Israel activist, Linda Sarsour
• Member of the Democratic Socialists of America which actively supports the BDS movement.
2. Sandra Choi, economic development professional
• No known public stance on the U.S.-Israel relationship

About the District
New York’s sixth congressional district is located entirely in the borough of Queens in New York City.
This is a solidly Democratic district, so the primary winner is nearly assured to win the general election
in November.
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JOIN US
Pro-Israel America is transforming pro-Israel politics. Our national network of
grassroots activists works to advance the U.S.-Israel relationship, elect pro-Israel candidates to Congress and defeat anti-Israel contenders. Our PAC portal makes supporting pro-Israel candidates easy and effective.
We send our members updates and actions to help advance the U.S.-Israel
relationship and support pro-Israel candidates in key races across the country and on both sides of the aisle.
Joining is free – you can sign up and get involved here:

Text: Type “piatext.org” in your mobile browser
Visit: proisraelamerica.org
Scan:

Follow us:

@proisraelam
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